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Later that afternoon Susan sat dejected in the tub. She submerged
herself in the soapy water and tried to forget Stone Manor and the Smoky
Mountains. Where could he be? she wondered. Why hasn't he called?

Gradually the water around her went from hot to lukewarm and finally
to cold. She was about to get out when her cordless phone buzzed to life.
Susan bolted upright, sloshing water on the floor as she grappled for the
receiver she'd left on the sink.

"David?"

"It's Strathmore." the voice replied.

Susan slumped. "Oh." She was unable to hide her disappointment.
"Good afternoon. Commander."

"Hoping for a younger man?" The voice chuckled.

'"No, sir," Susan said. embarrassed. "It's not how 1t-"

"Sure it 1s." He laughed. "David Becker's a good man. Don't ever lose
him."

"Thank you, sir."

The commander's voice turned suddenly stern. "Susan, I'm calling
because I need you in here. Pronto."

She tried to focus. "It's Saturday. sir. We don't usually-"

"T know." he said calmly. "It's an emergency."

Susan sat up. Emergency? She had never heard the word cross
Commander Strathmore's lips. An emergency? In Crypto? She couldn't
imagine. "Y-yes, sir." She paused. "I'll be there as soon as I can."

"Make it sooner." Strathmore hung up.
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Later that afternoon Susan sat dejected in the tub. She submerged
herself in the soapy water and tried to forget Stone Manor and the Smoky
Mountains. Where could he be? she wondered. Why hasn't he called?

Gradually the water around her went from hot to lukewarm and finally
to cold. She was about to get out when her cordless phone buzzed to life.
Susan bolted upright, sloshing water on the floor as she grappled for the
receiver she'd left on the sink.

"David?"

"It's Strathmore." the voice replied.

Susan slumped. "Oh." She was unable to hide her disappointment.
"Good afternoon, Commander."

"Hoping for a younger man?" The voice chuckled.

'"No. sir." Susan said. embarrassed. "It's not how it-"

"Sure it 1s." He laughed. "David Becker's a good man. Don't ever lose
him."

"Thank you, sir."

The commander's voice turned suddenly stern. "Susan, I'm calling
because I need you in here. Pronto."

She tried to focus. "It's Saturday. sir. We don't usually-"

"T know." he said calmly. "It's an emergency."

Susan sat up. Emergency? She had never heard the word cross
Commander Strathmore's lips. An emergency? In Crypto? She couldn't
imagine. "Y-yes, sir." She paused. "I'll be there as soon as I can."”

"Make it sooner." Strathmore hung up.
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